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Mr. Lee Goodman :‘:‘f
Chairman _ | =
4 Federal Election Commission .o
4 999 E Street, NW ' -
% _ . Washington, DC 20463
g Dear Mr. Goodman:
2

By this letter, I would like to file a formal complaint against Ryan Zinke and

. Special Operations for America PAC (“SOFA™). SOFA was founded by Ryan Zinke in
2012. According to press reports SOFA was founded out of anger that President Obama
was “taking credit” for the mission that killed Osama Bin Laden. However, during the
2012 election cycle, it appears that SOFA only spent $7,000 on independent expenditures
opposing Barack Obama. The rest of the over $180,000 raised by SOFA in 2012 went to
operating costs, including payments to Zinke’s consulting firm, Continental Divide
International, and to Battle Plan Strategies, a consulting firm belonging to Scott HOmmcl
SOFA’s treasurer and kae s former chief of staff.

While Zinke claimed that the he created SOFA “for God and country”, and
publicly declared? that he would not take a paycheck these payments to his own
company would seem 1o suggest otherwise. :

In 2013, SOFA raised over $1.3 million dollars. Of that amount over $900,000
was raised during the-second half of 2013, the same. time that Ryan Zinke was exploring
his run for Congress. Mr. Zinke subsequently filed paperwork with the Federal Election
Commission on October 24, 2013 to run for the At-Large District for the House of
Representatives from the state of Montana. In addition, according to' FEC reports, Mr. -
Zinke’s firm received payments for SOFA in early 2013, as well as a large travel
reimbursement in August of 2013, a period in which the PAC does not appear to have

' “GOP Congressional Candidate Using Campaign Money Scheme Pioneered by...Stephen Colbert”,
Mother Jones, November 1, 2013
? Special Operations for America website, August 2, 2012
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been active in any campaigns. Thus, this large trave| reimbursement begs the question as
to the relationship to the travel payment and Mr. Zinke’s exploration of his candidacy.

According to press reporls Mr. Zinke resigned from SOFA on September 30,
2013, merely 24 days prior to filing his campaign paperwork with the FEC. According to
a late filed Form 24 and its 2013 Year-End report, SOFA began disseminating advertising
supporting Mr. Zinke’s election on October, 22, 2013, prior to Mr. Zinke’s filing of his
campaign’s paperwork and a mere 22 days after Mr. Zinke’s resignation from SOFA.

Since September 2013, SOFA has reported spending over $200,000 on
communications advocating the election of Mr. Zinke. In addition, SOFA has been
soliciting contributions specifically for Mr. Zinke’s campaign. In fact, donors who gave
more than $50 were being offered a Ryan Zinke commemorative coin.

In addition, in 2013, both SOFA and Zinke’s campaign cdmmit'tee report hiring
the same individual for purposes of research consulting, during the same month. The
Zinke campaign reports paying $1,412.75 to Lester Cooper of Charlottesville, VA on
November 21 of 2013, while' SOFA reports paying Cooper twice; $1,000 on August 15 of
2013, and again for $3,030.45 on November 4 of 2013. The groups’ hiring of the same
individual just days apart would certainly facilitate coordination between the two, and it
would seem very unlikely that information Cooper gained while performing research for
one entity did not inform his actions and decisions while employed by the other. This

~would constitute an illegal coordination if Cooper used his knowledge of SOFA’s

intentions to make independent expenditures on Zinke’s behalf during his subsequent
employmert with Zinke’s campaign committee.

Based upon the above, it appears as though SOFA’s actual purpose for the 2014

.cycle was to be the dedicated Super PAC for Mr. Zinke’s congressional campaign.

Although this phenomenon is not unique, what is unique is the fact that SOFA was
created by Mr. Zinke and controlled by him until a mere few days prior to the creation of
his own campaign committee. Therefore, it strains credulity for SOFA to argue that it
had “spontaneously” decided to support Mr. Zinke’s campaign subsequent to his
resignation, independently from Mr. Zinke and his campaign, when in fact, it began *
disseminating communications supporting his campaign prior to the establishment of Mr.
Zinke’s own campaign committee.

Based upon the above, and information and belief, I request that the FEC
thoroughly investigate the connections between SOFA and Ryan Zinke’s campaign
committee. I believe a thorough investigation will reveal that Mr. Zinke left SOFA with a
turn-key independent expenditure operation to support his campaign and therefore, all
communications disseminated by SOFA would result in coordinated communications as
defined by the Federal Election Commission in 11 C.F.R. § 109.21(b). In addition, since
SOFA was established by Mr. Zinke, its status as an independent expenditure only
committee that is making communications in support of his candidacy must be called into

.33 “GOP Congressional Candidate Using Campaign Money Scheme Pioneered by...Stephen Colbert”,

Mother Jones, November 1, 2013
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question. Ultimately, the Commission must determine that SOFA is affiliated with Mr.
Zinke’s campaign commiittee. 11 C.F.R. § 100.5(g).

‘The Commission must promptly and aggressively investigate these clear

_ violations of federal campaign finance regulations and seek any and all injunctive and

financial penalties permitted by law.

Sincerely,
SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED before me this 26__day of _Jume 2014
. Darla L. Dunham
e = )
N DARLA L. DUNHAM ; .
0 NOTARY PUBLIC for the -
! State of Montana Sigma
" . ] Residing at Billings, Montana ture of N&‘ﬁry u
My Commission Expires . Residing at Billings, Montana
July 19, 2015 Yellowstone County

My Commission Expires: July 19, 2015
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June 14, 2012

Vig FedEx (Tracking No.7985101 35607)

Federal Election Conmmission

ATTN: Statement of Organization i
999 E Street, NW H
Washington, DC 20463 1

Vormghssts s ¢ -
Re:  Special Operations For America, lndepknlelnt&padlmn
- Committee ' . :

To Whora It May Concern:

For filing. kindly find the enclosed Statement of Organization (Form 1) and the enclosed
Independent Expenditure Committee Letter (JE-Only Letter). If you have any questions, plcase
contact me. Thank you.

Regards, '
V& Dend.

ce: Christopher Hyatt (w/enclosures)

*Bar Almissices: Distries of Columbis - C hh of M. h - Sttr of New Yark (Cliemt
Fles BUSULOA3A001DLI6ERLT DOC 1 §

BOWIHTOM & DEWEV. LLP ONS INTEINATICNAL FLACE. 44 MLCOR NOSTON. 24 02110 <‘E
Sossew Framngham Worcavee

T B 757 G302 F 970 13?051 www.bowdrch.cam
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Special Operations For America
336 West 2nd Street
Whitefish, MT 59937

June 14, 2012

Federal Elcction Commussion
999 E Sueer, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: Farm 1, Staternent of Organization—Unlimited Contributions

To Whom (t May Concem:

This cormmitice intends 10 make independent expenditures, and consistent with the U.S. Coust of
Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit decision in SpecchNow v. FEC, it therefore intends
to raise funds in unlimited amounts. This commitice will not use those funds to make

contributions, whather dircct, in-kind, or vie coordinated communications, to fedecal candidates
or commitiees.

Respectfully submitted,

/P

Chaistopher S. Hyatt, Treasurer

<¢: Vincent DeVite, Esq.

1Thent F;'lcﬂl.‘!\‘l 10630001 'E0)eAMA.U0C:1




P LG D P e

12030822538

-

FEC STATEMENT OF

FORM 1 ORGANIZATION RECEIVED

~

2017k S IMII: 08

L COMETEE (h AR E’a“\‘;:.ﬂ,"" v warg. troe _Ezﬂiﬁéﬂ-f‘j- CENTER

SPECIAL QPERATIONSFORAMERICA .., v\ 0 yvvivvvn g
LLllllllll'l'JLillJ_lllijlllll'lillll-‘lJl"lJll
ADDRESS tarreor ard sresg 1313;6Jwe's;gndl$‘{ele!'1--1111||1|||-b:lJ' IJ
U-W“ l'lJlL'll'l"l]lJ_Jllllllllllll'lJlll

Whitefish

cry STATE 2P CORE

COMMTTEE'S E-MAL ADDAES3S (Please provide cnly one o-mall addiess)

llJIlll'll lM:EI &_‘_‘37‘1_1_L.l_l

e naume LVESVIO@bOWHChGOM | )

1t chungec) Il|lllllllll'llgLJllJJlljllll'JLll'l
COMFATTEE'S WEB FAGE ADJRESS (WAL .

e roms  NAY-SURPOLICEAG, \ )0 yn 1 iina i

i changeq) Illll'lllllJ‘lIJIlJAI_Lllll-Llljlllll

o one (0B 141 20121
1 FEC IDINTIFICAYION NUMBER ‘C DRI

4 ISTHSBWEMENTD NEW (N) OoR D ANENDED ()

1 corsly that | have @amined this Statornent and 13 the Dost of My knowledpe and bold it & trus, comecs and cosplsia.

Typo or Prra Name sraem _Christopher S. Hyatt

Sigrasure of Treaxirer

NOTE: S of luleo, o
ANY CHANGS 1 INFORMANON SHOWLD BE REPORTED WITHE 10 DAYS.

may Scljecs T preyon wigning this Siswraent th tha derwities of 2 UAC, 237

osis £ Arier itormaten Goresec FEC FORM 1
L lom - EreEne P




COLSUINTUES 5O

120630822559

oo | B

FEC Form 1 {Revised 2223361 ) Pags 2

5. TYPE OF COMMITTEE

Candidats Commitice:
) D This commitien Is & principal campsign commilisa. (Campiste Yo Canddate iammaton beiow)
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And if your contribution is $50 or more. | wili send you a iimited adition Special Oparations
for America Ryan Zinke bronze challenge coin as_a teken of our thanks. persong! keepsake,
and reminder of the values you and Ryan Zinke share.
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SCHEDULE B (FEC Form 3X) ——
ITEMIZED DISBURSEMENTS ps0 sonmato scrudio(s) ‘ icneck oni °r-")

for cach categery ol the ..,b Y 25
231 Ham

Detailo¢ Summary Pago
Any mformation codied from such Ropofs and Statemunts may not bo sold o .a.cd by any person for the D of solcing
or for commettial pulposas. other than using the name and of any poi C i to solict cor from such com—meo.

\ NAME OF COMMITTEE (In Full)
/ SPECIAL OPERATIONS FOR AMERICA :

Full Name (Last, Furst, 0..|ddn i)
A. LESTER COOPER Date of Dr2ursement
fAaskng Atdruss 1111 TIMBER TRAL DR o8 s 201
Cirv Siate Zip Coon N .
CHARLOTTESVILLE VA 22901 ) Transaction ID : $8218.21702
1POSo Loursement
RESEARCH CONSULTING 2 ¢f Each D Wis Penod
#arcdate Na - . . .
Canqdidate Na:m.x Category/ 1000 00
. Type . L e
ito Sougnt. “Houso Disbursemont For:
! Senate | 1 Primary " Gonecal
*. Presont : O (spacityj v
Stata: Disinct: "
Full Namae (Last Firsl, Middio Indal)
8. LESTER COOPER Dato of Disbursoment
tAaing Aagress 1111 TIMBER TRAIL DR " 04 2013
Cuy State Zip Code
CHARLOTTESVILLE VA 22901 Transacilon D : $8218.21913
Furpase of Dsbursement
RESEARCH CONSULTING Amount of Each Disbursomont ihes Panod
Canddate Name Catosory/ 5
Type O
OMce Seoght. | House Disbursemant For.
i _ Senano ™ pamary |7 Generat
1 President Othor (soecity) y
State Distnes. T
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ITEMIZED DISBURSEMENTS by .
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£OR LINE NURBER,
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[_pi.gg 127 oF 151 |
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Any Intormaudn Comed from such Reports and Stalemams may no! ba SOl Of us2d by any durson for Ihe purpose of SoiChng contadulions
or for commersal puzposen. othe: than using e narng and o 20y P 1o sohcit 100015 SOM Such commitiee,
NAME OF COMMITTEE Oin Sul)
Zinke for Congress
Full Nama {Last, First. Aiddls Initaf)
A. Robert Kearley Date ¢! Disturseren:
Mating Acdress PO Bax 4760 1 16 2013
Cay Sue Zip Cete of Each D 't ttws Penod
Whitefish MT S9937-2750
Purposa ol Disbursernont 1918.74
Viagas - : i
Transactlon ID : BE7D9B1DABGICACI1ABFE
Canchzials Mame Categery/
Type
Otize Sought: Honrso Oistursernant For: 2014
©__ Senate G Primary |_ General
. Presicent Tt} Other Uspecity)
Slate: Digirict
Full Name {Last, Fa51. pdidale trutad
g. Payne West Insurance Dato of Lrsoursoment
Madng Acdress 1200 N Montana Ave " 18 2013
iy Siate 4ip Coca amount of Each Dbursenent thus Penod
Halena ' ur 59601-3500 . .
Puposa of Dsbursament 283.00
Insurance : : .o .
Transaction ID : B4450428B3DE924FODBA0
Candidata Mamo Category/ .
. Yype
Otfice Sougnl: - House Drsoursement For: 2014
T Senate  Primary £ Genoval
" Presigent j Omer (specty)
Sate: Osinct:
Full Name (Last.First, Migadle trotial)
c. Lester L Cooper Date of Disdurserent
Maimg AS@asS 1111 Timoer Tral Dr n 013
Cey Sate 2m Coao A ! of Eacn Di this Panod
Chariattasaio VA 22901-9010
Pupaose of D:shursement . 141275
Resparch Fees : : .
Cancicate Name Cat » Transactlon ID : BGAE21657B16540FA6B
Tvpo
Otiice Saugnt: . House Obursamant For. 2014
" Senale N Prmary U Guoesal
Presizent " Other (specdy) |




